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The September Newsletter is packed 
with new material.  I have included four 
new maps: Hood Canal Coho, Hood 
Canal Chinook, Open Bay Chinook and 
Kingston Chinook.  With the exception 
of Kingston/Area 10, these new maps 
will guide you to some new areas that 
perhaps you have not fished.  With the 
closures that we have at hand, it is 
time to expand your universe to 
include some of the areas that I have 
outlined in the Newsletter.  Good luck 
fishing!

New Focus on 
Salmon Fishing

None of us enjoy fishing closures that 
happen in our own backyard. Anglers 
who do not live in the Seattle – 
Edmonds - Everett metropolitan area 
have more open salmon seasons and 
bigger limits on either Chinook or Coho.  
Say what? Increased limits?  That's 
right, now there are increased Chinook 
limits (four Chinook per day) in the 
southern end of Hood Canal.  Also, 
there is a four fish limit on Coho in the 
north end of Hood Canal.  In addition, 
there is a four Coho limit on the (Big) 
Quilcene River which flows into Hood 
Canal near Dabob Bay.  The Cowlitz 
River has been nothing short of 
spectacular for Summer Run Steelhead.  
The Samish River near Bow/Edison is 
open for Chinook, and the fishing has 
been reasonably good.

Marine Area 7 (San Juan's) is open for 
either hatchery or wild Chinook until 

thSeptember 30 . This is just a handful of 
fishing opportunities within driving 
distance from the Everett/Seattle area.  

In this Newsletter I want to take a close 
look at some of the areas I mentioned 
previously and provide you with some 
new maps.  I am going to make two 
Hood Canal maps (Area 12) and a 
Kingston map (Area 10).  The Kingston 
map is in anticipation of the November 

st1  Area 10 Chinook opening. 

Hood Canal Chinook
stSouth of Ayock Point: July 1  - 

thSeptember 30  the daily limit is 
four salmon. However, you must 
release wild Chinook and Chum.

On the southern end of Hood Canal 
south of Ayock Point the Chinook limit is 
four fish and you can use two rods if you 
have a two rod endorsement.  Is this 
four fish rule just a gimmick or the real 
thing?  It's the real deal!  I know anglers 
who recently fished Near Union in Hood 
Canal and brought back six Chinook.  
You can certainly catch two Chinook 
with a bit of luck and a small amount of 
skill mixed in.  

T h e r e  a r e  t w o  a r e a s  I  w o u l d 
recommend for Chinook fishing in the 
Canal: Eagle Creek just north of 
Lilliwaup and Ayers Point which is across 
the Canal from Union.  Early in the 
morning you need to fish these areas in 

Fishing Dates
These Seasons

and Limits
May Change

Area 7
August 1-Sept 30

Daily limit one Chinook, 
Hatchery or Wild

Plus two Addition Sockey

Area 8-1
Nov 1-April 30
Daily limit two 

Chinook, Hatchery only

Area 8-2
Nov 1-April 30
Daily limit two 

Chinook, Hatchery only

Area 9
Nov 1-30

Daily limit two 
Chinook, Hatchery only

Area 10
Nov 1-Feb 28

Daily limit two 
Chinook, Hatchery only

Area 12
South of Ayock Pt.

July 1-Sept 30
Daily limit four 

Chinook, Hatchery only
Details on pg 121

Sport Fishing Rules Book

Daily LimitFour 
Hatchery Coho

North of Ayock Pt.
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just thirty feet of water depth.  
Gradually fish deeper as the light hits 
the water, not to exceed sixty feet of 
water.

Rigs to use: Gibbs red racer flasher 
with a Silver Horde #340 Chartreuse 
Ace Hi fly rigged 36 inches behind the 
flasher or a Gibbs red racer flasher 
with a Goldstar 3.5 Cookies n Cream 
Spoon rigged 42 inches behind the 
f l a s h e r.   U s e  3 0  p o u n d  P l i n e 
fluorocarbon leader material to tie 
both rigs.  If you need custom tied 
hooks for the Ace Hi Fly or squid 
leaders we have them at John's 
Sporting Goods tied by Busby Tackle.

Hood Canal Coho

North of Ayock Point: The daily limit is 
four Coho but you must release 
Chinook and Chum.

On the north end of Hood Canal and 
south of the Hood Canal Bridge the 
limit is four Coho.  When was the last 
time you saw a four fish limit on Coho 
anywhere in Puget Sound?  Well here 
it is!

There are two places where the Hood 
Canal Coho fishery takes place: first is 
just south of the Hood Canal Bridge 
and the second is in Dabob Bay.  The 
fishing technique is similar to most 
places in Puget Sound.  Fish in deep 
water for suspended Coho.  Troll 
around until you find schools of Coho 
and then circle the schools until you 
draw strikes from these fish.

Rigs to use: Gibbs Purple Haze flasher 
with a Goldstar OAL12R Purple Haze 
squid rigged 36 inches behind the 

flasher.  Rig the squid using an Ace Hi 
Fly UV Needlefish Purple Haze #312 as 
an insert.  If you tie your own hooks, 
use Gamakatsu Black 5/0 hooks for 
your squid hooks or purchase Busby 
Tackle squid leaders from John's 
Sporting Goods.

Here is a good map of Hood Canal 
which  dep icts  the  many  boat 
launches, campgrounds and other 
services and their locations. click here 
for map.

Click on these links to either 
view or purchase these items

Gibbs Red Racer Flasher
Gibbs Purple Haze Flasher

Goldstar 3.5 #675 Kingfisher 
Cookies n Cream Spoon

Goldstar 3.5 #964 
Kingfisher Spoon

Silver Horde #340 Ace Hi Fly 
Silver Horde #312 Needlefish 

Ace Hi Fly
Goldstar OAL12R 3.5 Purple 

Haze squid
Busby Squid Leader
Pline Fluorocarbon 

30-pound leader
Flasher Bag

Marine Area 7 
Chinook

st thAugust 1  – September 30   the daily 
limit is one Chinook. Coho must be 
released. Two additional Sockeye 
may be kept.  See Closure Areas

In the San Juan Islands most of the 

Chinook caught in the September 
period are caught on the west side of 
San Juan Island. September is the 
month when the large BC Harrison 
River Chinook sneak through the west 
side of San Juan Island. This is your 
chance to tie in to one of these jumbo 
size Chinook.

These Chinook can be caught in three 
places: Eagle Point on the ebb tide, 
Pile Point on the ebb tide and at Open 
Bay (Near Henry Island) on the flood 
tide.

Rigs to use: Whole Herring, Gibbs Red 
Racer flasher with a Goldstar Herring 
Aide Coho Killer 42 inches behind the 
flasher or a Gibbs red racer flasher 
with a Goldstar #964 3.5 Kingfisher 
Spoon 42 inches behind the flasher.

Most of Puget 
Sound closes to 

Crabbing 
thSeptember 5 . 

Remember Summer catch 
streports  are due Oct. 1  

OLYMPIA – Most Puget Sound areas 
close to recreational crab fishing on 

th
September 5  Labor Day. Anyone 
harvesting crab from a boat must 
retrieve all gear by one hour after 
sunset. Crabbers fishing from shore or 
from piers have until the end of the 
day on September 5th to retrieve 
their gear.

All sport fishers licensed to fish for 
Dungeness crab anywhere in Puget 

stSound have through October 1  to 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?ll=47.642261%2C-122.87796&spn=0.55516%2C0.583649&hl=en&t=h&msa=0&z=10&source=embed&ie=UTF8&mid=1xOC2JeifMwgM2oqByqBpgZ3s1fo
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/gibbs-flasher-11-8-uvgrmjrs/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/gibbs-flasher-11-8-pusuv/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/goldstar-kingfisher-pro-3-5-964/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/goldstar-kingfisher-3-5-675-cookies-n-cream/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/ace-hi-fly-uv-chartreuse-spatter-back-340/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/goldstar-ace-hi-fly-uv-needlefish-purple-haze-312/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/goldstar-3-5-octopus-squid-oal12r-5pack/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/custom-tied-squid-leader-50-50-barbed/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/rods-reels-acc/pline-cfx-fluorocarbon-27yd-leader-spool/
https://johnssportinggoods.com/product/bait-lures/qcove-flasher-bag/
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submit summer catch reports to the 
Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (WDFW).

Only two areas of the Sound that will 
remain open to crab fishing after 
Labor Day are marine area 7-North 
and area 7-South near the San Juan 
Islands. 

These two areas will remain open 
Thursdays through Mondays each 

thweek through September 30 . Sport 
fishers who crab in those two areas 

thafter September 5  must record their 
catch on winter catch record cards 
which are available at sporting goods 
stores and other license vendors 
across the state. 

Crabbers can submit summer catch 
record cards to WDFW by mail at CRC 
Unit, 600 Capitol Way N., Olympia, 
WA 98501-1091. They can also report 
t h e i r  c a t c h  o n l i n e  a t 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/shellfish

th/crab/ from September 6  through 
stOctober 1 . Crabbers who fail to file 

their catch reports on time face a $10 
fine when they purchase their 2017 
Puget Sound crab endorsement.

"Catch reports play a major role in 
determining how much crab will be 
available for winter harvest." said Rich 
Childers, WDFW's shellfish policy 
lead. "It's important that we receive 
reports from everyone licensed to fish 
for crab in Puget Sound - whether or 
not they caught crab this year."

Childers said WDFW will announce 
winter crab seasons for Puget Sound 
in early October after completing the 
assessment of the summer fishery.

Maps
The four new maps that are in the 
September Newsletter can be found 
for future use in the Map Section of 
the John’s Sporting Goods Web Site.
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Hood Canal Coho

Coho Coho

John’s Sporting Goods Hood Canal Bridge
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There are two places the Hood Canal Coho 
fishery takes place: just south of the Hood Canal 
Bridge and in Dabob Bay.  The fishing is very 
similar to anywhere else in Puget Sound.  The 
fishing is done in deep water for suspended 
Coho.  Troll until around until you find schools 
of Coho and then circle those schools of Coho 
until you draw strikes from those fish.

Rigs to use: Gibbs Purple Haze flasher with a 
Goldstar OAL12R Purple Haze squid rigged 36” 
behind the flasher.  Rig the squid using an Ace Hi 
Fly UV Needlefish Purple Haze #312 as an insert.  
If you are tying your own hooks use Gamakatsu 
Black 5/0 hooks for your squid hooks.
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Hood Canal Chinook

Chinook ChinookChinook

There are two areas that I would recommend 
Chinook fishing in the Canal: Eagle Creek just north 
of Lilliwaup and at Ayers Point which across the 
Canal from Union.  Early in the morning fish these 
areas in just thirty feet of water depth.  Gradually 
fish deeper as the light gets on the water, not to 
exceed sixty feet of water.

Rigs to use: Gibbs red racer flasher with a Silver 
Horde #340 Chartreuse Ace Hi fly rigged 36” 
behind the flasher or a Gibbs red racer flashers 
with a Goldstar 3.5 Cookies n Cream Spoon rigged 
42” behind the flasher.  Use 30lb Pline 
fluorocarbon leader material to tie both rigs.  

Ayock Pt

Lilliwaup

Eagle Creek

Ayers P
t

Hoodsport

Union

John’s Sporting Goods
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Kingston Chinook

Chinook ChinookChinookChinook Chinook Chinook

John’s Sporting Goods

Fishing for Chinook at Kingston/Apple Tree Point can take 
on a different look in the Summer Chinook fishing season 
as opposed to the Winter Chinook fishing season.  In the 
Winter season, I like following the contour of the bar in 90-
120 feet of water.  In the Summer Chinook season, fishing 
can be good along the contour of the bar as well as out in 
much deeper water.  The location of the Chinook in the 
Summer all depends on the location of the bait.  
Sometimes the bait will get parked out in 140-180 feet of 
water and at other times the bait will hug the bar.  Every 
year the bait will present itself at varying depths.

Rigs to use: Gibbs red racer flasher with a Silver Horde #340 
Chartreuse Ace Hi fly rigged 36” behind the flasher or a 
Gibbs red racer flasher with a Goldstar 3.5 #964 Kingfisher 
spoon rigged 42” behind the flasher.  Use 30lb Pline 
fluorocarbon leader material to tie both rigs.  

Kingston

Apple Tree Pt
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Open Bay Chinook

ChinookChinook Chinook

Fish open Bay when the tide is coming in.  Follow the 
90-120 contour line from San Juan Island to Henry 
Island.  The bottom is smooth and easy to navigate.  
After the tide is high and the water starts going out, head 
for Pile Point or Eagle Point on the west side of San 
Juan Island.

Rigs to use: Whole Herring, Gibbs Red Racer flasher 
with a Goldstar Herring Aide Coho Killer 42” behind 
the Flasher or a Gibbs red racer flasher with a Goldstar 
#964 3.5 Kingfisher Spoon 42” behind the flasher.

San Juan Island

John’s Sporting Goods



John’s Sporting Goods
Fishing Tackle 

for 
The Serious Angler

John’s Sporting Goods
1913 Broadway

Everett, WA 98201

20% Discount
on your next in store 

purchase
Items that are excluded: Downriggers, Ace Line Hauler Products,   Traxtech 
Products, Rods and Reels, Electronics, CTO3R Crab Pot, SMI Crab Pots & 
Shrimp Pots, Braided Line, items that are discounted, on sale, repairs, parts  

and closeout items.  Cannot be used in combination with discounted gift 
certificates.

10% Discount
On Rods and Reels 

Excludes G-Loomis, St Croix, Daiwa Electric Reels

Not valid for online purchases or mail order
Valid only with coupon at the time of sale

Expires September 30, 2016
You Must have this coupon in your hand at the time of 

purchase.  No exceptions made.

Scotty Downrigger 
Maintenance
300ft Cable

or
300ft Spectra Braid

$59
Included in the price is new brake 
pads, your choice of 300’ of 150lb. 
Cable or 300’ 200lb. of Cortland 

spectra downrigger line, cleaning and 
lubricating the downrigger.

Coupons and discounted gift 
certificates cannot be used for this 

service

customerservice@johnssportinggoods.com

Like us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=tn_tnmn#!/pages/Johns-Sporting-Goods/166123680152608

John’s Sporting Goods
Facebook

Thursday: Big Fish Day

Friday: Deal of the Day

Scotty Downrigger Deal
Exclusive at 

John’s Sporting Goods

Scotty 1106
Guide Series

Installed with
300ft 200lb Braided Spectra

#1148 Ball hook
#371 Scotty Snubber

$525

Standard Scotty 1106
$473

425-259-3056 - 1913 Broadway, Everett, WA 98201

Store Hours: 9:00AM - 5:30PM Monday - Saturday

Fishing Tackle-Crabbing Supplies-Shrimping Supplies

Send your fish pictures to:

mailto:johnssportinggoods.com
https://www.facebook.com/JohnsSportingGoods/
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